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BUDGET SURPLUS - BENEFITS 

678. Mr J.N. HYDE to the Treasurer: 
Five of the eight budgets handed down by the former coalition government were in deficit; I am somewhat 
surprised - nay, perplexed - that there are people at the Chamber of Commerce and Industry of Western Australia 
who do not understand that if the government does not use taxes to pay off debt, it can invest in infrastructure 
and create new jobs and future growth.  Will the Treasurer inform the house - and any economic troglodytes 
lurking within - of the benefits of a budget surplus? 

Mr E.S. RIPPER replied: 
What a timely question.  I would have thought the opposition had an observer at our tactics meeting, because just 
before that question the Leader of the Opposition made interjections casting doubt on the benefits of a surplus.  
A surplus is a sign of sound economic and financial management.   

Mr T. Buswell:  What is it about the fact that it was much more than forecast?   

Mr E.S. RIPPER:  The Deputy Leader of the Opposition does not like the size of the surplus.  He does not like 
the fact that every single surplus dollar is available to pay off debt and build new infrastructure.  The Deputy 
Leader of the Opposition is attacking -  

Mr T. Buswell interjected.   

The SPEAKER:  Although the Deputy Leader of the Opposition wanted to ask that question, he did not, and he 
will not be given the chance to interject.  I call the Deputy Leader of the Opposition to order for the first time.   

Mr E.S. RIPPER:  The Deputy Leader of the Opposition is attacking a source of funding for schools, hospitals, 
police stations, roads, railway lines, ports and improvements to our water infrastructure.  He is also attacking 
funding that will be used for investment in the reliability and safety of our electricity infrastructure.   

Several members interjected. 

The SPEAKER:  Order, members!  I call to order the Deputy Leader of the Opposition and the member for 
Dawesville.  

Several members interjected.   

The SPEAKER:  Order, members! 

Mr E.S. RIPPER:  We have used the surplus from the last financial year to pay off debt.  Western Australia 
now has record low debt, and that means a lesser burden for future generations of taxpayers.  It means that less 
money will be spent servicing the debt and that more money will be available for health, education, law and 
order, disability services, child protection and environmental protection.  A classic example is the rail project, 
which is the largest public works project constructed in the history of this state.  Upon completion, it will be 
absolutely debt free.  As a result of our commitment to make the New MetroRail project debt free, we are giving 
a great gift to future generations of Western Australian taxpayers.  We must make decisions for tomorrow, not 
only today.  Using the surplus to pay off debt and build infrastructure is planning for the future.  It is very 
interesting that there have been continual interjections from the opposition.  Members opposite do not like the 
fact that we are managing the boom.  They do not like us planning for the future.  They do not like what this 
government is doing.  The Deputy Leader of the Opposition can interject all he wants.  He will be judged by his 
record.  When the Deputy Leader of the Opposition was the president of the Busselton Shire Council, he 
increased rates by 15 per cent.  He also hired a few consultants and, as a result, the council’s consultancy 
expenditure increased by 800 per cent.  The more members opposite attack the surplus, the more I am reminded 
that when they were in government they could not manage the state’s finances and that they delivered five 
budget deficits out of eight.  Further, they presided over an economy that was getting smaller.   
 


